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or made Him equal with others. Some did not accept
the Vedas as the authority and they expressed their
loyalty and owed allegiance to other demigods.
From time immemorial, Sriman Narayana or Sri
Maha Vishnu was being worshipped as the supreme
deity Even those who chose to offer their obeisance
to the other creations of Sriman Narayana like Sun and
Fire, understood that they derived their power from
Vishnu and that He resided in everyone's heart. Thus
divisions arose in the matter of showing respect to
various Gods. Those who cling to Vishnu and follow
the rules laid down in accordance with His teachings,
those who realise that all types of their relationships are
inseparable from Vishnu are called Vaishnavities. They
believe in Vishnu alone while acknowledging other
Gods. They never show discouitesy but pay their
respects to other Gods though they are totally committed
to Vishnu, which has led some to criticise them as
sectarian or exclusive. Far from it the outlook of a
Vaishnavite is broad.
Sri Maha Vishnu took several incarnations to help
people overcome their problems. In all these Avataras,
though taking birth among different groups like
Kshatnya (Rama) or Shepherds (Krishna), He
established His superior strength. Even today, people
know that Rama and Krishna as incarnations of Sriman
Narayana.
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